Technetium-99m-labeled methylene diphosphonate and hydroxyethylidine diphosphonate--biologic and clinical comparison: concise communication.
The biologic and imaging characteristics of Tc-99m MDP and Tc-99m HEDP were compared in ten patients: Tc-99m MDP exhibited lower blood activity, lower 4-hr urinary excretion, and higher normal bone-to-background ratio. Assessment of overall image quality also favored Tc-99m MDP, indicating that the normal skeleton is better visualized with this agent. The total number of lesions seen (18) was not large enough to allow critical comparison of relative lesion-detecting efficacy. However, discrepancies between the two agents were observed, suggesting additional evaluation of the relative lesion-detecting efficacy of these two bone agents.